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Isio, the pensions advisory business, has today announced the 
promotion of six new partners from within the firm. The appointments 
represent Isio’s first partner promotions since leaving KPMG UK and 
launching as an independent business in March 2020.  

Isio’s new partners:

• Tim Barlow, London 
• Paula Champion, Bristol
• Julie Gray, Glasgow
• Richard Hassan, Leeds
• Jonathan Summerlin, Manchester
• Robert Watkin, Bristol

Andrew Coles, CEO of Isio, said:

“It is a fantastic milestone in Isio’s first year to announce our first 
partner promotions. Our newest six partners represent the brightest 
and best of specialist pensions advisers. The new partners include 
trained actuaries, with backgrounds in astrophysics, mathematics, 
and mechanical engineering. Their specialisms include technically 
complex and developing areas such as fiduciary management, 
investment and changing employee reward structures.  

“With the Pensions Act set to bring in a raft of new regulations, and the 
implementation of new policies to support environmental, social and 
governance principles, pension fund trustees and sponsor companies 
need expert support to navigate ever-increasing demands. Our six 
partners are highly valued by their clients for their ability to support 
them through the most difficult pensions challenges.”
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Tim Barlow, London
Tim advises trustees and companies on their pensions investment 
strategies, with a focus on risk management, simplification and cost 
reduction. Tim and his team have seen huge growth in schemes 
looking for high quality, independent, strategic investment advice and 
expect this to continue in 2021. 

Paula Champion, Bristol
Paula specialises in investment and leads Isio’s fiduciary management 
team. Paula and her team produce the leading annual research into 
the fiduciary management industry and have seen huge growth in 
demand for independent advice on fiduciary managers as the  
industry grows.  

Julie Gray, Glasgow
Julie advises both trustees and company sponsors on defined benefit 
and defined contribution schemes. As the end game for many defined 
benefit schemes comes into sight, trustees are shifting their mindset 
and changing to independent advisers who can bring all parties to the 
table. Julie is well placed to support clients at this stage.  

Richard Hassan, Leeds
Richard specialises in advising companies and trustees with managing 
the risk of their defined benefit schemes and setting up and managing 
defined contribution pension arrangements as part of employee 
reward packages. In the coming years, Richard is expecting further 
consolidation of smaller funds and the development of a middle 
ground between defined benefit and defined contribution schemes in 
the pensions industry.  

Jonathan Summerlin, Manchester
Jonathan specialises in advising companies and trustees on scheme 
funding, long term planning and risk management. He also leads 
Isio’s member options proposition, supporting improved member 
engagement and communication. Since Isio launched in March 2020, 
Jonathan has led the company’s property strategy and negotiations on 
securing its new UK-wide offices.  

Robert Watkin, Bristol
Robert advises trustees and acts as scheme actuary to a range of  
UK pension funds. He specialises in providing strategic advice to 
trustee boards, helping them to design and execute a plan to achieve 
their long-term goals. He is also an experienced expert witness in 
pensions litigation.  

For further information, please contact:

Sorrelle Harper
PR consultant, Isio
sorrelle.harper@isio.com
+44 (0)7389 194551

About Isio

Isio is a leading UK pensions advisory firm which combines actuarial 
expertise, third party administration, investment consulting and 
defined contribution specialism to deliver better outcomes for pension 
scheme sponsors, trustees and members. Isio, formerly KPMG’s UK 
pensions practice, was launched in March 2020 to apply our years 
of experience with a new approach and way of thinking. Isio aims to 
deliver clearer, simpler pensions and investment advice in a more 
personal way, backed by technical expertise and underpinned by 
proprietary technology.
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